name of R. Hisda, “If the gimel came at the end of the parchment, if 
one erased part of it and a small leg remained, it is valid, and if not, it 
is invalid.” R. Zeirah in the name of Asiyan bar Nidbah: “If there was a 
perforation in the middle of a bet, if the parchment surrounded it on all 
sides, it is valid, and if not, it is invalid.” 


II:5: R. Ada b. R. Simeon in the name of R. Yohanan: “A man should 
not stand to pray in an elevated place.” 


II:6: Ba in the name of R. Judah: “[If a mezuzah’s] writing was in the 
shape of half a necklace [of three or more strings, in decreasing lines] 
if the topmost line was followed by a line [in the middle] containing 
two words, it [the topmost] must have three words, with the middle 
line containing two words, and the bottom-most line may consist 
merely of, ‘on the earth’ (Deut. 11:21) [the last in the mezuzah’s 
parchment].” R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hisda, “If the writing was 
shaped like an hourglass, the top line, below which are two words, 
must contain three words, and the bottom-most line [toward the 
narrow part of the arrangement of words] must contain two words, and 
as to the line in the middle, I do not know how long it must be.” Said 
R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hisda, R. Jonah and R. Yosé both say, R. 
Zeirah in the name of Asiyan bar Nidbah, the associates said R. Zeirah 
said it in the name of R. Hananel, “If the ink exuded from between the 
perforations, it is invalid. “What should one do? He should lick off 
[the excess] with his tongue, and the remainder will gel [dry in place].” 


II:7: As to a Mezuzah, there is a Tannaite authority who teaches, 
“[The space between the sections is to be left] open. [The second 
passage of the document is started on a fresh line, leaving part of the 
final line of the first paragraph blank.] There is a Tannaite authority 
who teaches, “It is left closed [so that the second paragraph begins on 
the same line as that on which the first paragraph ends].” 


11:8: [If, in writing a Torah scroll,] one erred and omitted a verse of 
Scripture, if two or three Lines are involved, one repairs it and uses the 
scroll for public reading. If there are four, one does not use the scroll 
for public reading. R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hananel, “Also in the 
case of a tear the rule is the same. [If there is a tear through three 
Lines, one may repair the tear and use the scroll.]” 


11:9: R. Zeirah, R. Hananel in the name of Rab: “The manner of 
sewing the columns together is a law revealed to Moses at Sinai.” R. 
Jeremiah in the name of R. Samuel bar R. Isaac: “The manner of tying 
tefillin is a law revealed to Moses at Sinai.” 


